
CLAY COUNTY, MINNESOTA

ORDINAI\CE NO. 2OI7- I

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNTY OF CLAY, STATE OF MINNESOTA AMENDING
THE CLAY COUNTY CODE, TITLE 8, CHAPTER 5.F, USE TABLE 5.1, AND

URBANIZED AREA MAP ESTABLISHING TWO TIERS TO THE CLAY COUNTY
URBAN EXPANSION DISTRICT

WHEREAS, the County of Clay, State of Minnesota ("County") is a statutory County
duly organized and existing under Article XII of the Minnesota Constitution; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Minnesota Statute Chapter 394 ard specifically $ 394.21,the
County has the power and authority to conduct and implement planning activities; and

WHEREAS, the County has, by ordinance, and pursuant to Minnesota Statute Chapter

394, adopted Title 8 of the Clay County Code regarding land use, zoning and development
("Development Code);

WHEREAS, the County has undertaken a process to amend the Development Code

provisions related to areas in Clay County which have been identified to be primary areas for
future urban gromh (Urban Expansion District) and to establish two tiers of zoning controls

related to those areas;

WIIEREAS, the County hereby finds and determines that the proposed two-tier Urban
Expansion Zoning District is appropriate and necessary to the function and efficient operation of
the County and to ensure the health, safety, morals, and general welfare of the County.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY
OF CLAY, STATE OF MINNESOTA HEREBY ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Adoot the Development Code Amendments set forth within Exhibits A. B.
and C to Title 8 of the Clay County Code. The County Hereby adopts the proposed

amendments, attached hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibits A, B, and C.

Section 2. Severability. If any portion of this Ordinance is found to be void or
ineffective, it shall be deemed severed from this Ordinance and the remaining provisions shall

remain valid and in ful1 force and effect.



Section 3. Effeqtive Date. This Ordinance shall become effective and be in force
immediately upon final passage, consistent with Minnesota Statute $ 375.51.

ADOPTBD BY TIIE CLAY COIINTY BOARD OF COMIVISSIOI\TERS

Tli.is 7Aday of February, 2017.

BRIANBERG, CLAYCOUNTY
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8-5F-1: PIIRPOSE
8-5F-2: PERMITTED, COIYDITIONAL AI\D ACCESSORY USES
8-5F-3: DENSITYAI\ID DIMENSIONAL STAIIDARDS IN UED DISTRICTS
8.5F.4: ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS IN UED DISTRICTS

8-5F-1: PURPOSE:
The purpose of the UED Urban Expansion District is to implement the following goals and polices of the
Clay County 2002 Comprehensive Plan:

A. Land Use Goal #1: Establish a comprehensive growth management strategy for Clay County that
promotes orderly and efficient growth of residential, commercial and industrial development while
preserving the County's rural character.

l. Policy 1. Work with cities and townships within Clay County to identifu Planned Urban Growth
Areas that have the potential to be served with an appropriate range of public services in a cost
effective manner within which efficient and orderly growth can be facilitated over the next 20
years.

2. Policy 5. Discourage development from occurring at unsewered urban densities outside of cities
until urban services can be provided in an orderly and efficient manner.

B. Land Use Goal #3: Plan for orderly and efficient growth of residential development in the County.

1. Policy 1. Encourage residential growth to occur in an orderly and compact manner in and around
cities within the Planned Urban Growth Areas so that new developments can be effectively
served by public utilities and the character and quality of the County's agricultural areas can be
maintained and enhanced.

2. Policy 2. Require urban overlay plats to be filed along with large-lot subdivisions within the
Planned Urban Growth Areas.

8-5F-1.5: COMPOSITION OF THE UED IIRBAN EXPANSION DISTRICT
The UED Urban Expansion District is comnrised of two (2) tiers. Tier I and Tier 2. UED Tier I
encompasses the primarv growth areas as determined by the Cities of Moorhead and Dilworth.
UED Tier 2 encomoasses the remainder of the areas located within the UED boundarv.

8-5F-2: PERLITTED, CONDITIONAL AND ACCESSORY USES
Permitted, conditional and accessory uses in Tier I and Tier 2 of the UED Urban Expansion District are

those specified in Table 5-1. All other uses shall be prohibited.

8-5F-3: DIMENSIONAL STANDARDS IN UED DISTRICTS
The following dimensional standards shall apply to structures and uses in Tier 1 and Tier 2 of the UED
Urban Expansion District:

Maximum Density: The maximum density in Tier I and Tier 2 of the UED Urban Expansion District
shall be one (l) dwelling per one acre.

A.



B. Minimum Lot Size: The minimum lot size is one'(l) acre of which twenty thousand (20,000) square
feet, exclusive ofroad frontage right-of-way, shall be above the base flood elevation (100 year).

C. Urban Overly Plat: All development in Tier I and Tier 2 of thean UED Urban Expansion District
on parcels meeting the density and minimum lot size requirements in A., and B., above, shall be
platted in conventional urban sized lots utilizing an urban overlay plat. Urban overlay plats shall

1. Location of Allowed Structures and Septic: The allowed principal and all accessory structures
shall be located on one of the platted lots. If necessary due to physical site limitations or soil
conditions, on-site sewage treatment systems may be located on a platted lot adjacent to the lot
where strucfures are located.

2. Overlay Lots Not Buildable: Overlay plafted lots shall not be considered buildable lots and
zoning certificates shall be withheld until such time as public sewer and water are made available.

3. Urban Overlay Lot Dimensional Standards: The urban overlay lots shall conform to the
following dimensional standards, including setbacks, depending on the location of the lot within
the UED:

a,WithinTier1ffi:Iftheareawhereanurbanoverlayplatisproposed
lies within any city's adopted growth area plan, the urban overlay plat shall conform to the
growth area plan and all applicable policies and ordinances of the city.

b. Within Tier 2 : If the area where an urban overlay plat
is proposed does not lie within an area covered by a growth area plan, the urban overlay plat
shall conform to the standards of the City of Moorhead's RLD-I, Residential Low Density -l
District or the City of Dilworth's residential zoning district nearest in distance to the
proposed development. Proposed urban overlay plats that lie in an area that has the potential
to be annexed into either the City of Moorhead or the City of Dilworth shall conform to the
standards that would result in the highest density.

8-5F-4: ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS IN UED DISTRICTS

A. Community Septic Systems Allowed: Community septic systems shall be allowed to serve
development in both Tier I and Tier 2 of the UED.

B. Development Agreements Required: A development agreement shall be required as part of the
approval of an urban overlay plat. The development agreement shall include the following minimum
terms:
l. Conditions of subdivision approval
2. Description of growth area plans, if any
3. Anticipated date of provision of urban services
4. Responsibility of landowner for payment for future services
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